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Bamberg, where the Pope took the new see under his special
protection and Henry promised his co-operation in South
Italy. The campaign of 1021-2 opened with a striking
success in the taking of Capua; it closed, in the usual way,
with fever in the German army, and Henry returned north
to Pavia, accompanied by the Pope. The Emperor had
assisted the military designs of the Pope; the Pope now
furthered the Emperor's schemes for the reform of the
Church. Together they took part in the Synod of Pavia
in August 1022, where decrees, especially against clerical
marriage, were issued, with papal authority and promulgated
by imperial decree.

The last two years of his reign were spent in Germany. Eccleslas-
They were years of political peace and ecclesiastical friction. c^ieg ^
Henry had time to devote to the congenial task of Church Germany
reform. He was in advance, however, of contemporary
opinion; he aroused opposition, especially from the arch-
bishop of Mayence, Aribo, both by upholding the claims of
the bishop of Hildesheim in the interminable dispute over
Gandersheim, and by the weight he gave to papal authority.
An appeal to the Pope against a synodal decision of Aribo
was supported by Henry, but a provincial synod at Seligen-
stadt in 1023 prohibited appeals to Rome without episcopal
permission. A crisis was brewing when Benedict VIII died
in June 1024. His brother, a layman, who was appointed
to succeed him as John XIX, had no interest in upholding
the ecclesiastical authority of the Papacy, so the dispute
went no farther. Benedict had been led by Henry to regain
something of its old prestige for the Papacy, but Benedict's
death was followed by that of Henry himself. Possibly, had
he lived, he might have intervened to prevent the degrad-
ation of the Papacy under John XIX and his successor.
But he was himself partly responsible for it. His prede-
cessors had rescued the Papacy from dependence on the
Roman nobles, and though themselves its masters had
restored its universal authority. Henry II tried to guide it,
not as his servant but as his ally, along its right path as
head of the Church; but he did not give it a position inde-
pendent of the Roman nobles, and while they controlled
papal elections its relapse was inevitable.

Henry died on July 13, 1024, and his body was taken